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'Give Thanks To The Lord' 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE IN THE CATHEDRAL 
AT 6 , 3 0 P .M. Preacher: BISHOP KEN SHORT. 



BURRS 
ON THE BEACH? 

The children from an outback sheep station family were looking 
forward with great eagerness to their holidays. This year the family 
were going to the beach. This was to be the first such trip for the 
grade 5 son who had not been to the beach before. Hearing about 
the delights of sand and surf his question was, "A re there any 
burrs on the beach?" 

Now this was a very sensible and important question from a child 
who knew all too well how burrs can destroy the simple pleasures 
of life such as walking barefoot. But it is also a question that could 
result in unjustified mirth from the city dweller who may not 
appreciate the grim reality of burrs in the outback and the problems 
they cause — especially to the sheep industry. Burrs in the wool 
can cost the grazier money. And if the city folk knew the size and 
penetrating power of those great monstrous, three pronged cats-
heads and the agony of barefoot contact, then they would have 
great sympathy with the questioner. 

That young man wi l l enjoy his holiday and then come back to 
the land he and the family love. The open spaces, clean air, the 
excitement of sheep work, the driving of tractors, motor bikes and 
cars, all have an appeal and the children I've spoken to wouldn' t 
swap the life style for anything. But although it stil l remains true 
that " the (outback) life has pleasures that the townsfolk never 
know" the isolation and distance can result in great difficulties in 
areas such as education, inter-personal relationship and medical 
aid for example. Boarding school is the answer for some. To many, 
contact with other children and education, is by means of the trans-
ceiver, apart from the occasional visit or gathering at a central 
location. Some parents who live near towns drive the children to 
school each day. One mother near Menindee covers 84 miles every 
day. At Ivanhoe a bus system has been introduced with three, 
sixteen seaters reaching out over forty miles each, along bush roads 
to convey the children from station properties to school and return. 

Medical problems can result in difficult circumstances for some, 
such as Sharon, who needed Specialist treatment for a broken leg 
and had to spend twelve weeks in hospital, 600 miles from home. 
The Flying Doctor does provide a wonderful service to those in the 
outback, especially the isolated famil ies. 

It is always a great delight to visit the station family and I have 
always found a welcome. Often the children have something special 
to show, such as a pet kangaroo, or one is challenged to a round 
of golf on the home-made course set out wi th great precision around 
the house — only watch out for those windows!! ! Standard equip-
ment for such visits includes fi lm strips, projector, guitar, Christian 
books and comics with adaptability to circumstances a must. 

OSCAR GOES TO ERNABELLA 
The B.C.A. Missioner based at Coober Pedy, the Reverend Kerry 

Medway, was using a muppet puppet called Oscar to tell a Bible 
story at Ernabella Aborigine School to about 100 Pitjantjatjara 
children, using an interpreter. 

Over 200 large white eyes looked up from the mats on the floor 
wi th eager anticipation, as from behind the desk I produced Oscar 
the Grouch, who was asleep in his garbage bin. I was about to try 
and teach the Aborigine children (of Ernabella) that Oscar liked 
to live in his garbage bin wi th lots and lots of rubbish, and we 
should not be like Oscar, and clean up our lives of all the rubbish 
(which is sin, or going against God) and trust in Jesus. 

As I started to explain to the children that Oscar lived in a dirty 
old garbage bin, the young Aboriginal who was acting as my inter-
preter stopped wi th a puzzled look on his face. I spoke again about 
Oscar's garbage bin, stil l the young interpreter looked puzzled, he 
didn' t seem to understand. Garbage bin, you know, where you put 
your rubbish? A glimmer of understanding came from my inter-
preter, he said something in Pitjantjatjara, all the children jibbered 
understanding. I then realised that they didn't know what a garbage 
bin was, but they knew what I was talking about when I said Oscar 
lived in a rubbish t in. And so the story continued, and concluded 
wi th the children nodding their approval, that the star of their 
school video in Sesame Street, had come to visit to tell them about 
the Lord Jesus. 

BURRS ON THE BEACH? (Continued) 
Although families may be isolated in their outback situations, it is 
wonderful to be able to share the truth wi th them that they need 
not be isolated from the Lord, for He is near to all those who call 
upon His Name. Our task is to encourage both children and adults 
alike to do just that and so to know the blessings of His presence 
in the midst of their isolation. 

David Eastway : Menindee. 



NOT SUNDAY BUT WEDNESDAY SCHOOL 
During the "Sing-a- long" before service at Bedourie one night, 

an Aboriginal lady whispered to one of the children "Ask brother 
to sing 1 . . 2 . . 3 . . Jesus loves me. I'll give you a lolly afterward! 
Way out beyond the range of good radio reception and definitely no 
television, the children have taught adults Scripture Choruses, as 
though they were hit parade numbers. The main contact points are 
through the schools in the parish and the children do respond to 
music, and the Word . . . in simple Scripture Union material and 
through this to attendance at worship. . 

In Winton the only "Sunday" type school is run in the parish 
using the Trowel material. However, we do not have Sunday School, 
but Wednesday School. It is almost impossible to cope with foot-
ball and the Sunday sessions in the local pubs, so our outreach 
takes place on Wednesday during the school term at 4 o'clock 
One of our children confessed to Janet Story, a Wednesday School 
teacher in 1977, " D o you know why I like coming? Because I like 
the colour ing- in! ! ! " The vast majority of the children come from 
homes which do not have any regular worshipping connection wi th 
the church. Communicating is very difficult, but we are assured 
that " fa i th comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God . 
The Biblical message is the pattern in school, church school and 
worship. , , r 

For our twenty odd children in Winton, we had a siatt ot tour 
adult women. Two were school teachers, another had a Commission 
to Teach certificate, and our other teacher is a grandmother! 

During the last term of 1977 our numbers at the Wednesday 
School were increased by the combining of the Uniting Church 
Sunday School wi th the Anglican School. However, by the time 
November came it was t ime to call it a day for the year. Day after 

day of 40 deg. celsius plus temperatures began to have its effect 
on both teachers and children. We had our breaking-up in mid-
November. No Bible-land clothes for us. Our Christmas play was 
acted-out as though it happened in a dusty Western town called 
Winton in 1977. 

Before the children had their party we were fortunate to have 
wi th us the Reverend Alan Kidd, who was the Chairman of the 
Uniting Church in Central Queensland. He presented the attendance 
prizes, and some of our children had almost a perfect attendance 
for the year. 

1978 . . . pray for new teachers and new songs . . . and in the 
outback in Boulia and Bedourie the children wi l l be singing, whist-
ling and humming until their parents are doing it too! 

Gil Linden : Winton. 

Cathy, Adam and Bridget Crossing of Wonga Station, 45 miles 
south west of Broken Hi l l , read a Jesus Power comic — a book 
of the Acts in comic form. Don Crossing, their father, was largely 
responsible for the Reverend Chris Clerke learning to fly and his 
reason was simple, "so you can visit my family more o f ten" . Mr. 
Crossing further argued that as a grazier wi th a scattered flock of 
sheep, he saw the necessity to use an aeroplane to keep in contact 
wi th his flock, and that it was all the more necessary, as a B.C.A. 
Missioner, for Mr. Clerke to use a plane to reach his even more 
scattered flock. The Crossings have had occasional services on the 
lawn of their home and Adam had the great honour this year of 
being School Captain of the "School of the A i r " . 

MOP ON TOP 
An Aboriginal chi ld was playing with our children after school, 

when she noticed the plain bone coloured tea cosy on the teapot. 
Apparently never having seen one before she was quite baffled as 
to its purpose and asked " W h y you got a mop on top the teapot?". 



MELBOURNE 

59th Anniversary Gathering 
6 P.M. SATURDAY, MAY 27 

Basket Tea followed by 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

AT ST. JOHN'S, CAMBERWELL 

Special Guest: Revd. Theo Hayman 
Federal Secretary of B.C.A. 

THE BLUE LAMB 
(and other things) 
The hospital is a great meeting place for children wi th not much 

else to do and so we often have children over here helping us to do 
things or just come to play. One day while I was away at Cook, 
Joanne had a litt le visitor who wanted to paint. She set him up on 
the verandah and left him to it. Meanwhile she had other visitors 
and, while talking to them, mentioned that the hospital needed 
repainting and brightening up a bit. 

The litt le boy overheard the conversation and his enthusiasm 
blossomed. In his eagerness to help he took upon himself such a 
task. First, the stone work around the jade plant and then the 
wooden sleeper around the garden — red, blue and yellow. It 
looked very bright and colourful. But wait ! Something didn't look 
right. And looking around he found Cheese-cake (the hospital's pet 
lamb) and decided that he needed a face-lift — a red one to be 
exact, and a blue coat to match (in the shape of an " A " — his 
ini t ial) . Wel l , not much more to do now but to paint his cubby-
house. That accomplished, he thought he would attempt to write it 
on the big, silver water-tank just next to it. C.U. . . . 

Sister Joanne's visitor having gone and all sounding rather 
peaceful, she set about to find him but she needn't have worr ied. 
He came running to find her. Sister Jo, how do you spell Cubby? 
What do you think she did when she saw what he had done? She 
tried to help him spell Cubby but, surprisingly, she couldn't 
remember that either and so his hand was at last stayed and the 
bright paintings remain. (However, some earlier efforts of inside 
paintings on the wall were removed). Stil l you can see his efforts 
at the hospital and I must admit it does indeed look brighter 
although I won't recommend that you do the same at your house. 

Kay Trappel : Tarcoola Hospital. 

from the 
Federal Secretary 

It is good that the Editor has 
suggested that this copy of "The 
Real Austral ian" be especially 
about children and young people. 
In any "Church p lant ing" or out-
reach programme, the children are 
an essential part. 

It was near Christmas when I 
visited this outback station pro-
perty. There was a lad there who 
was eight years old. I asked him 
what he was going to receive for 
Christmas. He looked at me 
blankly so I asked him what Father 
Christmas was going to bring him. 
His expression was just as blank. 
Then the realisation came to me 
that, for him, there would be no 
Christmas. The only celebrating 
or present giving would come 
when his parents took him off for 
a holiday which event seemed to 
be far distant. I soon realised 
that this lad knew nothing about 
God or the meaning of Christmas. 
Where was I to begin? 

Here was a lad who never 
played football , cricket, tennis or 
any other sport. However he knew 
more about snake tracks, lizards, 
kangaroos and emus than ever I 
would know. I began with the 
God of nature "who made me and 
all the w o r l d . " Going on from 
there, we soon talked about God's 
wonderful gift through Jesus 
Christ. 

Another outstanding memory 
was of a girl who wanted to be 
confirmed. As a clergyman. I 
deplored the fact that I could only 
see her once a month. She had the 
Mail Bag Confirmation lessons to 
do, which she answered regularly. 
I introduced her to a daily Bible 
reading course. I should not think 
it marvellous that she was 
influenced far more by her study 
of the Word of God through the 
Holy Spirit than ever she would 
have been if I had taught her 
regularly! Al l of this was mixed 
with a keen love of the farm life 
and the hard work this involved. 

It has been a thri l l to see some 
who have been brought into a 
commitment to our Lord through 
our Hostel work. I met one such 
lad the other day. 

A fine, stockily built, smil ing 
railway engine driver spoke of his 
childhood days along the Trans-
continental Railway Line and his 
eager attention when we visited. 

Please pray for the work among 
children throughout the outback. 

Your fr iend. 



ABUNDANT WATER ! 

- ABUNDANT LIFE ? 
The Ord River Scheme with nine times the volume of water in the 

Sydney Harbour has not succeeded as hoped — so much water and yet so 
little worth growing. What the people need is the living water that only 
Jesus Christ can give that they might have abundant life. 

For all the millions spent, this majestic part of Northern Australia is 
untamed, flaunting a challenge to human endeavour. People come and 
people go with dreams frustrated and hopes for a solution to their 
problems shattered by this hostile land which seems to resist all attempts 
to conquer it and rob it of its treasures. 

Race problems, alcoholism, the drive to escape from things, marriage 
and family tensions are intensified by the isolation and further complicated 
by nearly everything operating from Perth some 2,500 miles away. There 
are only thin threads of communication with the outside world — only one 
radio station, no television, telephones often out or overloaded and only 
one airline. Unexpected things happen here. Just recently when the pilots 
were on strike the banks ran out of money and some workers had to be 
paid in goods rather than money. 

What part can God play in the lives of the people of the Kimberleys? Our 
minds have continually gone back to that verse in 2 Chronicles 7 v. 14: 

If My people who are called by My name 
Will humble themselves and pray 
And seek My face 
Turn from their wicked ways 
When I will hear from heaven 
Forgive their sin and heal their land. 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the only hope for the people of the 
Kimberleys. People may call it Nature, but we know that this is God's 
challenge. The sheer failure of human endeavour is a proof of man's lack of 
self-sufficiency. It is only as people turn to their Creator, accept the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ and seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit that they 
will find the abundant life that is only an illusive dream without Jesus. 

We have five main areas of ministry — Kununurra, Wyndham, Halls 
Creek, the Stations, and Oombulgurri. Our main centre is Kununurra. The 
town is largely populated by Government workers who are "doing their 
t ime" until they return south. Anyone who has been here for more than a 
few years is the exception rather than the rule. And yet in Kununurra we 
are fortunate to have a group of committed people eagerly seeking the 
Lord and learning more about Him and His ways. People are seeking to be 
filled by the Holy Spirit in order to make known to those around them the 
Love of God, the Presence of Jesus and the Power of the Holy Spirit. 

In Halls Creek we use the Catholic Church for services once a 
month. Halls Creek is a small town of some 200 whites and 700 
Aboriginals. The town has been deeply divided by the recent elec-
tions and further drawn out when the Court of Disputed Returns 
enquired into the running of the election. 

Oombulgurri. There is need for much prayer and support for this 
Aboriginal community. They returned voluntarily to the old Anglican 
Forrest River Mission site to set up a community on Christian lines. 
Please pray for the Institute of Cultural Affairs (ICA), their advisers, 
and for the Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA) as they seek 
to help the community, for the people themselves as they relate 
to ICA and DAA, and for myself as I seek to minister to them. 

On the lighter side, let me give you an insight into the many 
different types of vehicles a B.C.A. Missioner encounters in his 
work. The airstrip is about two miles from the community itself, 
so, when the Toyotas are out of action, the frontend loader is used 
as a means of transport — I hang on the back while my luggage is 
scooped up wi th the shovel. When all else fails the Shank's Pony 
has to be employed. Or again have you ever been to a funeral when 
the hearse and mourning coach are flat top Toyota 4 W.D.'s wi th 
the mourners sitt ing in the back? 

The Stations are a different situation from the towns — people live life 
the hard way — denied most of the things we take for granted. Many 
station wives have to spend weeks on their own while their husbands are 
on stock camp. The houses are usually unlockable and some wives sleep 
with their shotguns in case of trouble. The wives need to be hardy! One 
station hand's wife, who was seven months pregnant, had to be helped 
across a flooded road by means of a strong rope tied around her so that 
she would not be washed down the flooded river! Work on the stations is 
hard and long in the Dry and extremely isolated in the Wet being 
landlocked for three to four months at a time. These people seem to be 
giving their lives for so little in return. Without Jesus it seems so fruitless. 
Please pray that we may be able to reach these people with the Gospel 
that they might be able to know the Presence of God in their isolation. 

The ministry with B.C.A. in North West Australia is many and varied — 
costs are high e.g. 33,000 miles per year, a new car every two to three 
years and we travel 800 miles round trip for a service for two or three 
people visiting stations on the way there and back. But we must follow 
Christ's command to go out into the world and proclaim the Good News. 

Royce Thompson : Kununurra. 



The Reverend David Mansfield and his wi fe Helen and two 
children, Jenny aged 2 years and Stephen 3 months, have gone 
out to assist the B.C.A. Missioner, the Reverend Bill Ross, in 
Dampier, North West Australia. Bill and Jocelyn have been hard 
pressed with a growing work and are thri l led to have the 
Mansfields from Sydney to share in the task. David was a Lecturer 
at Hawkesbury Agricultural College before studying for the ministry 
in Moore College. He was ordained Deacon in Geraldton Cathedral 
on February 2nd before taking up his duty as Curate in Dampier. 

The Reverend Don and Mrs. Libby Wilson, wi th their two boys 
Hugh 6 years and Derek 3 are now in the Parish of the East Pilbara, 
centred on the iron ore town of Newman. Don, the Rector of St. 
James' South Canterbury, Sydney Diocese, before leaving for 
service with the Society was wonderful ly encouraged with the 
assurance of prayerful interest from the people of South Canterbury 
for his future ministry. 

The Reverend Bob and Mrs. Rigmor George with Tod aged 1 i 
years (mentioned in December's "R .A . " ) have arrived in Winton, 
Queensland. The Georges hail from South Australia. Bob trained in 
the Adelaide Bible Institute and Moore College, Sydney, and after 
ordination he has worked very effectively as Assistant in the 
Parishes of St. Bede's, Beverly Hills and St. Michael's, Wollongong. 
Bob has learnt to fly which should be a great help in reaching 
isolated areas in his large parish, especially in the wet season. 
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PRAYER CALENDAR AND FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. K. B. Mason. 
1 Darwin — Coryn O'Nians (Nungalinya College). 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA. The Rt. Revd. H. A. J. Witt. 
2 Kununurra — The Revd. Royce and Mrs. Susan Thompson. 
3 Derby — The Revd. Ron and Mrs. Ann Robins. 
4 Newman — The Revd. Don and Mrs. Libby Wilson, Port Hedland (grant). The Revd. Peter 

Thompson. 
5 Dampier — The Revd. Bill and Mrs. Jocelyn Ross. Revd. David and Mrs Helen Mansfield. 
6 Paraburdoo — The Revd. Graham and Mrs. Helen Thurley. 
7 Exmouth — The Revd. Peter and Mrs. Elizabeth Mills. 
8 Murchison — The Revd. Bill and Mrs. Joan Hoare. 
9 Geraldton — Mr. Stan and Mrs. Dorrie Hummerston — Diocesan Administrator. 

DIOCESE OF PERTH The Most Revd. G. T. Sambell. 
10 Kalgoorlie — grant. The Revd. Canon Frank Watts, The Revd. Roger Williams. 

Kambalda — grant. The Revd. Robert Hanson. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. B. S. Rosier. 
11 Cook Hospital — Nurses Mr. Keith and Mrs. Rhonda Anstee. 
12 Tarcoola Hospital — Kay Trappel, Helen Bible. 
13 Coober Pedy — The Revd. Kerry and Mrs. Julieanne Medway. 
14 Gawler Ranges and Trans. Line — The Revd. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis McEwin. 
15 Leigh Creek — The Revd, Chris and Mrs. Marilyn Clerke. 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. R. E. Davies. 
16 Zeehan - grant. The Revd. Roy Dixon. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA. The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
17 Broken Hill Boys' Hostel — Mr. Ken and Mrs. Pam Young. 
18 Menindee — The Revd. David and Mrs Carlene Eastway, 
19 Wilcannia — vacant. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. P. Chiswell. 
20 Lightning Ridge — Appointment in May. 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. J. B. R. Grindrod. 
21 Winton — The Revd. Robert and Mrs. Rigmor George. 
22 Blackwater — The Revd. Stephen and Mrs. Pam Rigby. 

DIOCESE OF CARPENTARIA. The Rt. Revd. H. T. U. Jamieson. 
23 Weipa — The Revd. Malcolm and Mrs. Chris Babbage. 

FEDERAL SECRETARY 
24 The Revd. Theo Hayman. 

STATE OFFICES 
25 N.S.W. The Revd. Wakely Wade, Eric Atkin, Miss Doris Smith, Mesdames Joy O'Neill, 

Dora Warwick and Nina Allan. 
26 VICTORIA. The Revd. Barry Green, Mrs. Shirley Bailey. 
27 QUEENSLAND. The Revd. Greg Ezzy (Deputationist and Secretary). 

WA. The Revd. Ted Doncaster (Deputationist). 
28 SOUTH AUSTRALIA. Vacant. 

GENERAL 
29 Staff Replacements, The Council, State Committees. 
30 Box Secretaries, B.C.A. Supporters. 
31 National Home Mission Fund. 
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THE B.C.A. 
PRAYER 

A DAILY 
PRAYER 

ELIZABETH 
Elizabeth is about ten years old. She lives with her Mum and 

Dad — but don't ask me for her address because they live on a 
little fishing boat. They travel up and down the rivers of the Gulf 
of Carpentaria fishing for Barramundi. Sometimes Elizabeth and 
her parents wi l l not see any other people for more than a month — 
they work away at catching fish and when their big freezer at the 
back of the boat is ful l they come back to Weipa to sell them. 

While their boat is tied up at the wharf, Elizabeth can go to 
school wi th all the other boys and girls in Weipa, but the rest of 
the t ime her mother teaches her wi th the books and notes that the 
teachers from the school give her. But what about Religious 
Instruction? The teachers had no notes or books for that, and she 
couldn't go to Sunday School when she was out fishing with her 
parents. 

We were able to tell Elizabeth and her mother that she could 
go to Sunday School by Mai l . She could get her lessons and tape 
recordings from a teacher in Sydney and learn about Jesus Christ 
that way. 

Malcolm Babbage, Weipa. 

STRANGE PETS 
—Some bush children have strange pets. Lachlan and Catherine 
Gall from Langawirra Station, 50 miles north east of Broken Hi l l , 
had an Emu called "Beep-beep" one time when I called there. Mr. 
Gall found the egg one day just about to hatch. He rushed home 
to show the children how a baby Emu breaks out of its shell. The 
Emu cracked the shell and came out. They kept it and fed it and 
I suppose the Emu thought Lachlan and Catherine were its mother 
and father — it had never seen another Emu. It was a cute pet as. 
a baby, but a bit messy in the house as it grew up! 

Chris Clerke, Leigh Creek. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Grade 3 at the Blackwater Primary School had a lesson on "rules 

in l i fe " . Since I was a Chaplain at the B.H.P. underground mines 
I felt it would be good to use the safety rules that operate there 
since most of their fathers worked at the mines and a number went 
underground. So I read out some of the rules such as, "Smoking 
in the Mine is strictly prohibited. No matches, cigarettes or other 
smoking equipment may be taken into the Mine" . The children 
listened intently and I asked the obvious question, "What happens 
when the rules are broken?". The answer, "Men get hurt or k i l led" . 
One little chap added that his uncle was kil led at Kianga (S.E. of 
Blackwater) when a tremendous explosion ripped through the mine 
kil l ing 13 men. The illustration was very close to home. 

Stephen Rigby, Blackwater. 
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0 Lord our God, help us to remem-
ber those who live in the remote 
parts of our land. We ask You to 
bless those whom You have called 
into the fellowship of The Bush 
Church Aid Society. Grant that, 
through the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through healing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming love 
may be proclaimed, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

0 God, we remember before You 
those whom You have called to 
Your service. We ask You to bless 

, assure 
them of Your Presence, and call 
others to stand with them in the 
task. Grant to them, as to us, the 
joy of service, the ability to achieve, 
and the serenity of Your peace, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 



B.C.A. still on 2CH 
For many years we have had a 

magazine programme on Sundays 
over the Sydney radio station 
2CH. It has been put to air in 
recent years just after 1.00 p.m., 
but without prior consultation we 
were informed in December that 
as from January 8th the pro-
gramme would be heard at 3.49 
p.m. We are sorry we could not 
let you know earlier of the change. 

Now both are B.C.A. Nurses 
The fol lowing paragraph ap-

peared in Post and Rails in 
September, 1974. 

"Upon request, the Common-
wealth Railways kindly moved 
Keith Anstee to Cook. His wi fe, 
Rhonda, is a nursing Sister and 
wi l l be a great help to Dianne 
Kennaugh in the Bishop Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital at Cook. Keith 
and Rhonda aim, one day, to go to 
a Bible College. Their fel lowship 
is much appreciated by Roslyn 
and Dianne". 

As you know the Anstees are 
now back at Cook as a nursing 
team. 

Arch Books in demand 
The travelling lending library 

that Chris Clerke carries around 
wi th him in the Leigh Creek Mis-
sion area is very popular among 
the children on outback pro-
perties. Arch Books are parti-
cularly well received. Stephen 
Rigby at Blackwater is also keen 
on using this series. Therefore, 
any gifts of these books would be 
appreciated. 

Nurses for C.P. 
The Board of Coober Pedy Hos-

pital have asked the Society if 
we can find two Nursing Sisters 
to serve there. Although the hos-
pital is no longer a B.C.A. respon-
sibi l i ty, it would be great to meet 
this need. Are there Christian 
young women with necessary 
nursing qualifications who can 
come forward to serve in this 
remote area? 

Promoted to Glory 
• We were sorry to learn of the 
passing of Mrs. D. Colvin in 
December. She was a faithful 
member of the Sydney B.C.A. 
Women's Auxil iary for many years 
serving for a t ime as its President. 
• It was with a great deal of 
regret that we learnt of the passing 
of Miss Marjorie Kidner. Miss 
Kidner was a faithful supporter of 
the Society since her involvement 
began in 1928. Later she became 
a teacher wi th our Mail Bag 
Sunday School and then for many 
years a voluntary worker. We 
thank God for her very ful l l ife of 
Christian witness and extend our 
sympathy to her family. 

Encouragement 
We have been tremendously 

encouraged by the increased 
amounts from box openings in a 
good many parishes. A recent 
return from a Sydney parish 
almost reached $500 for a six 
months' period. A warm thanks to 
the box holders and Box Secretary 
concerned and praise be to God. 

ABOUT PEOPLE ON THE MOVE 
• After five years in the large 
Western N.S.W. Parish of 
Menindee, the Clerkes moved in 
November to the even larger dis-
tr ict of Leigh Creek and Northern 
Mission of Willochra Diocese in 
South Australia. 
• It is a new area of ministry 
too for the Reverend Robert 
McEwin. The McEwins wi l l live 
in Port Augusta and Robert wi l l 
exercise a ministry to people 
living along the Trans Australian 
Railway Line and to station people 
in the Gawler Ranges. 
• In late August the Eastways 
moved from Wilcannia to a new 
area of ministry in Menindee and 
have settled in wel l . 
• The Reverend Blair Grace after 
over 10 years on B.C.A. staff 
moved to another sphere of min-
istry as the Rector of Newborough 
in Gippsland Diocese in February. 
After service in Norseman, W.A. 
( ' 67 -71 ) , Blair has scored a num-
ber of firsts in B.C.A. being the 
first missioner in Zeehan, Tas-
mania ( 7 1 - 7 4 ) , and the first full-
time South Australian Secretary. 

We wish the Graces God's best 
for the future. 
Stamps Galore 

Miss Unwin of Beverly Hil ls, 
Sydney, does a tremendous job 
sorting, cutt ing, classifying and 
packaging up used stamps for 
sale .to help B.C.A. financially. In 
7 7 thanks to all who gave stamps 
and to Miss Unwin and her helpers 
as nearly $1,400 was raised. What 
a great result — praise God. 

Miss Unwin has an urgent 
request. Because of a serious 
arthritic problem in her hands 
her specialist has forbidden her 
to use scissors — therefore are 
there any ladies who could cut 
around the stamps — please ring 
Miss Unwin on 759-5458. 

SISTER GWYNNE 
Some of our older members 

would be interested to know that 
Sister Ivy Gwynne has moved to 
the Montana Convalescent Home, 
Toowoomba. Sister G w y n n e 
served at Cann River for 22 years 
from 1940. Until recently Sister 
Ivy was Box Secretary in Too-
woomba. 

20 
FULL YEARS WITH BCA 

It was twenty years ago in January when 
Stan and Dorrie Hummerston went out to 
serve with the Society. Stan a successful 
business man in Wollongong and an active 
layman in St. Michael's Church there felt the 

call of God to ful l-t ime Christian service. What ful l years of service 
they have given — first at Port Lincoln Hostel, S.A. as Hostel 
Parents, then to Ceduna where Stan was the Administrator of our 
Flying Medical Service until its closure in '68, thence to Sydney 
office for a short period as Administrator until Bishop Wit t laid 
hands on him to serve as Administrator of the largest Diocese of 
Australia, North West Australia. Congratulations, God bless you! 
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